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What are Bishop’s Transcripts (BTs)?

In 1598, parishes were ordered to send an annual copy 
of all baptisms, marriages and burials for the year to 
the church authorities. These returns are known as 
‘Bishop’s Transcripts’, or BTs for short. 

Bishop’s Transcripts continued to be made until the 
late 19th century, although there were lapses in local 
diligence in sending the returns.  Marriage returns 
ended after the introduction of civil registration in 
1837. 

Why are Bishop’s Transcripts useful?

Bishop’s Transcripts can be very useful when the 
original registers are hard to read or if a register is 
missing.

Both Bishop’s Transcripts and parish registers can 
contain entries not found in the other. Draft registers 
were often used for compiling both the register and the 
Bishop’s Transcript. Discrepancies arose and there can 
be differences in dates, surnames and given names.

Where do I find Bishop’s Transcripts?

Most Bishop’s Transcripts for West Yorkshire parishes 
are held at the Borthwick Institute for Archives, 
University of York, Heslington, York, YO10 5DD, 
telephone +44 (0)1904 321166.

West Yorkshire Archive Service, Leeds holds BTs for 
areas in the north-west of Yorkshire: the Yorkshire 
portions of the Archdeaconry of Richmond, and a few 
for other parts of the Diocese of Ripon.

This guide lists the Bishop’s Transcripts held by 
West Yorkshire Archive Service, whether original or 
microfilm copy.  The majority are held at WYAS Leeds, 
but WYAS Calderdale has copies for some parishes in 
its district.  

Covering dates only are given.  They may conceal large 
gaps for individual parishes, as Bishop’s Transcripts 
series are rarely complete.

Contacting us

We recommend that you contact us to book a place 
before visiting our searchrooms.

WYAS Bradford 
Central Library 
Prince’s Way 
Bradford BD1 1NN 
Telephone	 +44 (0)1274 435099 
e-mail	 bradford@wyjs.org.uk

WYAS Calderdale 
Central Library 
Northgate House 
Northgate 
Halifax HX1 1UN 
Telephone	 +44 (0)1422 392636 
Facsimile	 +44 (0)1422 341083 
e-mail	 calderdale@wyjs.org.uk

WYAS Kirklees 
Central Library 
Princess Alexandra Walk 
Huddersfield HD1 2SU 
Telephone	 +44 (0)1484 221966 
Facsimile	 +44 (0)1484 542297 
e-mail	 kirklees@wyjs.org.uk

WYAS Leeds 
2 Chapeltown Road 
Sheepscar 
Leeds LS7 3AP 
Telephone	 +44 (0)113 214 5814 
Facsimile	 +44 (0)113 214 5815 
e-mail	 leeds@wyjs.org.uk

WYAS Wakefield 
Registry of Deeds 
Newstead Road 
Wakefield WF1 2DE 
Telephone	 +44 (0)1924 305980 
Facsimile	 +44 (0)1924 305983 
e-mail	 wakefield@wyjs.org.uk
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Parish WYAS Office Reference Dates

A
Addingham Leeds RD/RR/1 1847-1905

Adel Leeds RD/RR/2 1848-1860

Ainderby Steeple Leeds RD/RR/3 1637-1883

Aldfield with Studley Leeds RD/RR/4 1840-1864

Allerton Mauleverer Leeds RD/RR/5 1670-1859

Almondbury Leeds RD/RR/6 1847-1889

Alverthorpe Leeds RD/RR/7 1848-1868

Appleton Wiske Leeds RD/RR/8 1879

Arkendale Leeds RD/RR/9 1813-1863

Arkengarthdale Leeds RD/RR/10 1770-1901

Armitage Bridge Leeds RD/RR/11 1862-1865

Arncliffe Leeds RD/RR/12 1837-1870

Arthington Leeds RD/RR/13 1864-1889

Askrigg Leeds RD/RR/14 1624-1880

Aysgarth Leeds RD/RR/15 1637-1875

B
Bardsey Leeds RD/RR/16 1848-1905

Barkisland Leeds RD/RR/17 1857

Barningham Leeds RD/RR/18 1674-1869

Barnoldswick Leeds RD/RR/19 1847-1868

Barnsley, St John Leeds RD/RR/21 1845-1850

Barnsley, St Mary Leeds RD/RR/20 1848

Barton, St Cuthbert Leeds RD/RR/22 1616-1871

Barton, St Mary Leeds RD/RR/23 1637-1847

Barwick in Elmet Leeds RD/RR/24 1837-1852

Batley Leeds RD/RR/25 1842-1872

Battyeford Leeds RD/RR/26 1849-1855

Beckwithshaw Leeds RD/RR/27 1894-1902

Bedale Leeds RD/RR/28 1637-1873

Bellerby Leeds RD/RR/29 1847-1861

Bentham Leeds RD/RR/30 1676-1894

Bierley Leeds RD/RR/44 1847-1861

Bilton (see also Harrogate) Leeds RD/RR/31 1857-1893

Birkenshaw Leeds RD/RR/32 1848-1878

Birstall Leeds RD/RR/33 1848-1878

Birstwith Leeds RD/RR/34 1857-1885
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Parish WYAS Office Reference Dates

Bishop Monkton Leeds RD/RR/35 1852-1865

Bishop Thornton Leeds RD/RR/36 1838-1876

Bolton Abbey Leeds RD/RR/37 1848-1862

Bolton by Bowland Leeds RD/RR/38 1842-1858

Bolton cum Redmire Leeds RD/RR/39 1678-1858

Bolton on Swale Leeds RD/RR/40 1663-1880

Boroughbridge Leeds RD/RR/41 1837-1846

Bowes Leeds RD/RR/42 1615-1902

Bracewell Leeds RD/RR/43 1856-1875

Bradford, Christ Church Leeds RD/RR/45 1848-1873

Bradford, St Andrew Leeds RD/RR/47 1853-1860

Bradford, St Peter (Cathedral) Leeds RD/RR/46 1848-1851

Bradford, St Thomas Leeds RD/RR/49 1862-1867

Bramhope Leeds RD/RR/50 1881-1896

Bramley Leeds RD/RR/200 1859-1863

Brearton Leeds RD/RR/51 1837-1867

Brighouse Calderdale MIC:15/11 1841-1846

Brighouse Leeds RD/RR/52 1847-1861

Brignall Leeds RD/RR/53 1677-1864

Broughton Leeds RD/RR/54 1848-1856

Burley in Wharfedale Leeds RD/RR/55 1846-1895

Burmantofts Leeds RD/RR/56 1881

Burneston Leeds RD/RR/57 1615-1865

Burnsall Leeds RD/RR/58 1840-1910

Burton in Lonsdale Leeds RD/RR/60 1847-1864

Burton Leonard Leeds RD/RR/61 1847-1873

C
Cantley and Dowbiggin Leeds RD/RR/62 1855-1871

Carleton in Craven Leeds RD/RR/63 1847-1867

Catterick Leeds RD/RR/64 1616-1856

Chapel Allerton Leeds RD/RR/201 1838-1874

Chapel le Dale see Ingleton Fells

Chapelthorpe Leeds RD/RR/66 1864-1867

Clapham Leeds RD/RR/67 1690-1845

Clayton West see High Hoyland

Cleasby Leeds RD/RR/68 1791-1876

Cleckheaton Leeds RD/RR/69 1847-1876

Coley (see also Halifax) Calderdale MIC:15/12 1813-1846
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Parish WYAS Office Reference Dates

Coley (see also Halifax) Leeds RD/RR/70 1848-1873

Coniston Leeds RD/RR/71 1840-1864

Coniston Cold Leeds RD/RR/72 1848-1879

Copgrove Leeds RD/RR/73 1674-1874

Copley Leeds RD/RR/74 1865-1882

Coverham Leeds RD/RR/75 1606-1869

Cowgill Chapel, Dent Leeds RD/RR/76 1840-1863

Cowthorpe Leeds RD/RR/77 1845-1855

Crakehall Leeds RD/RR/78 1869-1870

Crigglestone Leeds RD/RR/79 1882

Croft Leeds RD/RR/80 1662-1866

Cross Stone Calderdale MIC:15/12 1813-1838

Cundall Leeds RD/RR/81 1674-1867

D
Dacre Leeds RD/RR/82 1840-1901

Dalehead Leeds RD/RR/83 1853-1864

Dallowgill Leeds RD/RR/84 1844-1853

Danby Wiske Leeds RD/RR/85 1615-1883

Darton Leeds RD/RR/86 1843-1859

Denholme Gate Leeds RD/RR/87 1846-1848

Dent (see also Cowgill) Leeds RD/RR/88 1674-1866

Denton Leeds RD/RR/90 1848-1860

Dewsbury, All Saints Leeds RD/RR/91 1848-1853

Dewsbury, Holy Trinity Leeds RD/RR/92 1849-1853

Dewsbury, St John Leeds RD/RR/93 1848-1853

Dewsbury, St Matthew Leeds RD/RR/94 1849-1853

Dewsbury, St Peter Leeds RD/RR/95 1848-1853

Downholme Leeds RD/RR/96 1678-1880

Drighlington Leeds RD/RR/97 1848-1878

Dunsforth Leeds RD/RR/98 1867-1870

E
Easby Leeds RD/RR/99 1663-1890

East Ardsley Leeds RD/RR/100 1848-1857

East Cowton Leeds RD/RR/101 1614-1870

East Thorpe Leeds RD/RR/102 1881-1882

East Witton Leeds RD/RR/103 1663-1847
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Elland Calderdale MIC:15/13-15 1600-1841

Elland Leeds RD/RR/104 1842-1856

Embsay Leeds RD/RR/105 1855-1865

Emley Leeds RD/RR/106 1847-1860

Eryholme Leeds RD/RR/107 1674-1899

F
Farnham Leeds RD/RR/108 1665-1885

Farnley Leeds RD/RR/109 1864

Fewston Leeds RD/RR/110 1848-1871

Fingall Leeds RD/RR/111 1662-1868

Flockton cum Denby Grange Leeds RD/RR/112 1849-1860

Forcett Leeds RD/RW113 1664-1882

G
Garforth Leeds RD/RR/ 115 1842-1889

Gargrave Leeds RD/RR/116 1847-1861

Garsdale Leeds RD/RR/117 1694-1882

Gawber Leeds RD/RR/118 1856-1857

Giggleswick Leeds RD/RR/119 1848-1888

Gildersome Leeds RD/RR/120 1848-1860

Gilling Leeds RD/RR/121 1640-1876

Gisburn Leeds RD/RR/122 1848-1865

Goldsborough Leeds RD/RR/123 1674-1891

Great Horton Leeds RD/RR/166 1838-1849

Great Hutton Leeds RD/RR/ 124 1680-1860

Great Ouseburn Leeds RD/RR/ 125 1615-1868

Great Smeaton Leeds RD/RR/126 1679-1895

Greenhow Hill Leeds RD/RR/127 1858-1879

Grewelthorpe Leeds RD/RR/128 1854-1900

Grindleton Leeds RD/RR/129 1848-1859

Grinton Leeds RD/RR/130 1674-1875

H
Haley Hill Leeds RD/RR/131 1858-1879

Halifax, Holy Trinity Calderdale MIC:15/11 1813-1846

Halifax, Holy Trinity Leeds RD/RR/133 1849-1872

Halifax, Mount Pellon Leeds RD/RR/135 1854-1861

Halifax, St Anne Leeds RD/RR/137 1847-1855
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Halifax, St James Calderdale MIC:15/11 1832-1844

Halifax, St James Leeds RD/RR/138 1844-1884

Halifax, St John the Baptist Calderdale MIC:15/2-10 1600-1846

Halifax, St John the Baptist Leeds RD/RR/136 1847-1879

Halton Gill Leeds RD/RR/139 1846-1870

Hampsthwaite Leeds RD/RR/ 140 1848-1860

Hanging Heaton Leeds RD/RR/141 1852-1853

Hardraw Leeds RD/RR/142 1750-1875

Harewood Leeds RD/RR/143 1838-1882

Harrogate, High (with Bilton) Leeds RD/RR/144 1817-1889

Harrogate, Low Leeds RD/RR/145 1838-1844

Hartshead cum Clifton Calderdale MIC:15/1 1600-1845

Hartshead cum Clifton Leeds RD/RR/146 1846-1876

Hartwith cum Winsley Leeds WYL260/18/4 1755-1834

Hartwith cum Winsley Leeds RD/RR/147 1869-1900

Hauxwell Leeds RD/RR/148 1637-1865

Hawes Leeds RD/RR/149 1687-1877

Haworth Leeds RD/RR/150 1848-1856

Headingley Leeds RD/RR/203 1848-1852

Healey Leeds RD/RR/151 1857-1889

Hebden Leeds RD/RR/152 1848-1866

Hebden Bridge Leeds RD/RR/153 1847-1860

Heckmondwike Leeds RD/RR/155 1848-1877

Heptonstall Calderdale MIC:15/ 16-18 1602-1847

Heptonstall Leeds RD/RR/156 1848-1881

Hepworth Leeds RD/RR/157 1863

High Hoyland Leeds RD/RR/158 1847-1858

Hipswell Leeds RD/RR/ 159 1695-1900

Holmbridge Leeds RD/RR/160 1840-1875

Holmfirth Leeds RD/RR/161 1847-1865

Honley Leeds RD/RR/162 1848-1857

Horbury Leeds RD/RR/163 1815-1861

Horsehouse Leeds RD/RR/ 164 1838-1859

Horsforth Leeds RD/RR/165 1875-1876

Horton in Ribblesdale Leeds RD/RR/167 1849-1899

Howgill Leeds RD/RR/ 168 1847-1877

Hubberholme Leeds RD/RR/169 1841-1877

Hudswell Leeds RD/RR/170 1637-1882

Hunsingore Leeds RD/RR/171 1855-1856
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Hunslet Leeds RD/RR/172 1838-1843

Hurst Green Leeds RD/RR/173 1843-1869

I
Idle Leeds RD/RR/175 1840-1851

Ilkley Leeds RD/RR/176 1847-1866

Illingworth Calderdale MIC:15/19 1813-1835

Illingworth Leeds RD/RR/177 1847-1864

Ingleton Leeds RD/RR/178 1692-1861

Ingleton Fells Leeds RD/RR/ 179 1766-1880

K
Keighley Leeds RD/RR/180 1846-1860

Kippax Leeds RD/RR/181 1841-1855

Kirby Wiske Leeds RD/RR/189 1637-1868

Kirk Deighton Leeds RD/RR/ 190 1844-1872

Kirk Hammerton Leeds RD/RR/191 1674-1852

Kirkby Fleetham Leeds RD/RR/ 183 1657-1860

Kirkby Malham Leeds RD/RR/184 1848-1869

Kirkby Malzeard Leeds WYL260/18/2 1683-1833

Kirkby Malzeard Leeds RD/RR/185 1840-1872

Kirkby on the Moor (Kirkby Hill) Leeds RD/RR/186 1637-1861

Kirkby Overblow Leeds RD/RR/187 1838-1869

Kirkby Ravensworth Leeds RD/RR/188 1663-1869

Kirklington Leeds RD/RR/ 192 1635-1870

Kirkstall Leeds RD/RR/ 193 1839-1854

Knaresborough, Holy Trinity Leeds RD/RR/195 1866-1881

Knaresborough, St John Leeds RD/RR/ 194 1670-1933

L
Laisterdyke Leeds RD/RR/196 1877-1880

Laithkirk Leeds RD/RR/197 1846-1867

Langcliffe Leeds RD/RR/198 1867-1878

Langton on Swale Leeds RD/RR/ 199 1663-1858

Leeds, Christ Church Leeds RD/RR/202 1849-1850

Leeds, St Andrew Leeds RD/RW205 1845-1871

Leeds, St Edmund Leeds RD/RR/206 1876-1886

Leeds, St Luke Leeds RD/RR/207 1895-1896
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Leeds, St Mary Leeds RD/RR/208 1848

Leeds, St Matthew, Little London Leeds RD/RR/204 1847

Leeds, St Paul Leeds RD/RR/209 1851-1903

Leeds, St Philip Leeds RD/RR/210 1848-1862

Leeming Leeds RD/RR/212 1823-1874

Lepton Leeds RD/RR/213 1872-1892

Lightcliffe Calderdale MIC:15/19 1813-1846

Lightcliffe Leeds RD/RR/214 1847-1883

Linton Leeds RD/RR/215 1848-1866

Little Ouseburn Leeds RD/RR/216 1848-1864

Liversedge Leeds RD/RR/217 1848-1878

Long Preston Leeds RD/RR/218 1840-1868

Luddenden Calderdale MIC:15/20 1626-1832

Lunds Leeds RD/RR/219 1755-1860

M
Manfield Leeds RD/RR/220 1663-1858

Manningham, St Jude Leeds RD/RR/48 1857-1862

Manningham, St Paul Leeds RD/RR/221 1848-1900

Manston Leeds RD/RR/222 1847-1867

Markington Leeds RD/RR/223 1865-1889

Marrick Leeds RD/RW224 1645-1851

Marske Leeds RD/RR/225 1678-1876

Marton cum Grafton Leeds RD/RR/227 1650-1867

Marton in Craven Leeds RD/RR/226 1847-1853

Masham Leeds WYL260/18/1 1742-1833

Masham Leeds RD/RR/228 1834-1860

Melbecks Leeds RD/RR/229 1842-1860

Melsonby Leeds RD/RR/230 1615-1876

Menston cum Woodhead Leeds RD/RW231 1871-1888

Methley Leeds RD/RR/232 1844

Mickley Leeds RD/RR/233 1854-1902

Middlesmoor Leeds WYL260/18/3 1663-1836

Middlesmoor Leeds RD/RR/234 1840-1901

Middleton Leeds RD/RR/235 1880-1886

Middleton Tyas Leeds RD/RR/237 1613-1858

Mirfield Leeds RD/RR/238 1847-1870

Mitton Leeds RD/RR/240 1842-1897

Muker Leeds RD/RR/241 1636-1901
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Mytholmroyd Leeds RD/RR/243 1849-1866

N
New Mill Leeds RD/RR/244 1843-1877

New Wortley Leeds RD/RR/245 1851-1882

Nidd Leeds RD/RR/246 1637-1886

North Stainley Leeds RD/RR/247 1844-1854

Nun Monkton Leeds RD/RR/248 1637-1871

O
Ossett cum Gawthorpe Leeds RD/RR/249 1848-1851

Otley Leeds RD/RR/250 1848-1897

Oulton Leeds RD/RR/252 1870-1888

Ovenden Leeds RD/RR/253 1839-1874

P
Pannal Leeds RD/RR/254 1857-1859

Pateley Bridge Leeds RD/RR/255 1845-1880

Patrick Brompton Leeds RD/RR/256 1663-1865

Penistone Leeds RD/RR/257 1847-1859

Pickhill Leeds RD/RR/258 1637-1902

Pool in Wharfedale Leeds RD/RR/251 1847-1877

Pudsey Leeds RD/RR/259 1849-1852

Q
Queensbury Leeds RD/RR/260 1847

R
Ramsgill Leeds RD/RR/261 1847-1881

Rastrick Calderdale MIC:15/21 1813-1836

Rastrick Leeds RD/RR/262 1847-1880

Rathmell Leeds RD/RR/263 1848-1906

Rawdon Leeds RD/RR/262 1848-1856

Richmond Leeds RD/RR/265 1636-1869

Ripley Leeds RD/RR/266 1637-1896

Ripon, Holy Trinity Leeds RD/RR/267 1848-1903
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Ripponden Calderdale MIC:15/22 1766-1839

Ripponden Leeds RD/RR/268 1840-1855

Roberttown Leeds RD/RR/269 1848-1877

Roecliffe Leeds RD/RR/270 1846-1870

Rokeby Leeds RD/RR/271 1663-1864

Romaldkirk Leeds RD/RR/272 1615-1892

Rothwell Leeds RD/RR/273 1848-1900

Rylstone Leeds RD/RR/274 1856-1876

S
Salterhebble Leeds RD/RR/275 1847-1863

Sandal Magna Leeds RD/RR/276 1844-1863

Sawley Leeds RD/RR/277 1836-1904

Scammonden Calderdale MIC:15/26 1813-1845

Scammonden Leeds RD/RR/278 1843-1858

Scissett Leeds RD/RR/279 1844-1857

Scruton Leeds RD/RR/280 1615-1866

Seacroft Leeds RD/RR/281 1846-1859

Sedbergh Leeds RD/RR/282 1673-1883

Settle Leeds RD/RR/283 1838-1868

Sharow Leeds RD/RR/284 1852-1877

Shepley Leeds RD/RR/182 1848-1850

Silkstone Leeds RD/RR/285 1847-1882

Silsden Leeds RD/RR/286 1845-1871

Skelton cum Newby Leeds RD/RRJ288 1840-1880

Skipton, Christ Church Leeds RD/RW290 1848-1861

Skipton, Holy Trinity Leeds RD/RR/289 1846-1857

Slaidburn Leeds RD/RR/291 1844-1876

Slaithwaite cum Lingards Leeds RD/RR/292 1843-1869

South Cowton Leeds RD/RR/293 1615-1906

South Crosland Leeds RD/RR/294 1858-1876

South Stainley Leeds RD/RR/295 1675-1899

Southowram Calderdale MIC:15/21 1813-1846

Sowerby Calderdale MIC:15/23 1664-1837

Sowerby Leeds RD/RR/296 1848-1850

Sowerby Bridge Calderdale MIC:15/24 1813-1846

Sowerby Bridge Leeds RD/RR/297 1847-1861

Spennithorne Leeds RD/RR/298 1637-1852

Spofforth Leeds RD/RRJ299 1848-1879
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Stainforth Leeds RD/RR/300 1842-1883

Stainland Calderdale MIC:15/25 1841-1843

Stalling Busk Leeds RD/RR/301 1744-1879

Stanley Leeds RD/RR/302 1845-1859

Stanwick Leeds RD/RR/303 1615-1881

Startforth Leeds RD/RRJ304 1656-1879

Staveley Leeds RD/RR/305 1674-1899

Stourton Leeds RD/RR/236 1898

Swillington Leeds RD/RR/306 1847-1877

T
Thorner Leeds RD/RR/307 1838-1844

Thornhill Leeds RD/RR/308 1844-1857

Thornhill (Lower Whitley) Leeds RD/RR/309 1848-1889

Thornton Leeds RD/RR/310 1854-1888

Thornton in Craven Leeds RD/RR/311 1839-1857

Thornton in Lonsdale Leeds RD/RR/312 1689-1856

Thornton Steward Leeds RD/RR/314 1674-1846

Thornton Watlass Leeds RD/RR/315 1637-1864

Thurgoland Leeds RD/RR/316 1843-1864

Todmorden Calderdale MIC:12 1625-1832

Tong Leeds RD/RR/317 1860

U
Upperthong Leeds RD/RR/318 1848-1859

W
Waddington Leeds RD/RR/319 1854-1863

Wakefield, All Saints Leeds RD/RR/320 1847-1857

Wakefield, Holy Trinity Leeds RD/RR/321 1847-1855

Wakefield, St John Leeds RD/RR/322 1848

Wakefield, St Mary Leeds RD/RR/323 1845-1862

Wath Leeds RD/RR/324 1615-1867

Weeton Leeds RD/RR/325 1871-1880

Well Leeds RD/RR/326 1656-1863

Wensley Leeds RD/RR/327 1637-1860

West Tanfield Leeds RD/RR/328 1637-1837

West Witton Leeds RD/RR/330 1663-1846
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Weston Leeds RD/RR/329 1848-1862

Wetherby Leeds RD/RR/331 1848-1875

Whitkirk Leeds RD/RR/332 1848-1901

Whixley Leeds RD/RR/333 1663-1859

Winksley Leeds RD/RR/334 1836-1864

Woodhouse Leeds RD/RR/336 1847-1850

Woodkirk Leeds RD/RR/337 1848-1887

Wortley Leeds RD/RR/211 1843-1845

Wortley de Leeds Leeds RD/RR/338 1880-1890

Wycliffe Leeds RD/RR/339 1692-1893

Wyke Leeds RD/RR/340 1845-1868

Y
Yafforth Leeds RD/RR/341 1675-1870

Yeadon Leeds RD/RR/342 1847


