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Activity Sheets


History Detectives

Handwriting Over Time 

Over time styles of handwriting have changed, as well as the implements used to write. 
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alaeography is the study of reading handwriting. Before there was writing, there was only verbal communication, with stories passed on orally from one generation to the next. As language and cultures evolved, so did the need for communication. Simple drawings became pictographs, and pictographs became standardized within each culture. 
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The development of writing allowed cultures to record events, history, laws; theories in math, science, medicine; create literature and more. Simple pictures were used to  represent people, places and things. As the needs for communication expanded, different pictures were combined to represent ideas, and required knowledge to interpret the new symbols. this developed in to letters  and alphabets were developed. Symbols and images were still used but as time passed they developed  further.

Lettering styles continued to develop. There was a common script style in use for practical purposes, and a more precise, artistic hand lettering was used for important texts and books, with great care taken to write each letter.
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Handwriting masters began to grow in number, to produce beautifully written documents. Elegant handwriting became a sign of social status. Styles of handwriting we also influenced by what was being used to write it down.

T
he Ancient Egyptians developed writing on papyrus scrolls when scribes used thin reed brushes or reed pens. Reed pens continued to be used until the Middle Ages although they were slowly replaced by quills from about the seventh century.

A quill pen is made from a flight feather of a large bird, most often a goose. The feather would be carved to a point and then dipped into the ink. Trimming and slitting quills for writing were crafts that took some time and experience to master. A skilled scribe could shape and use a quill to achieve many very nice calligraphic effects. The quill points wore out in pretty short order and had to be reshaped frequently. 
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The next development was the metal nibs. These were made from sheet metal shaped and slit. These were then placed on a usually wooden holder and then dipped in the ink.  The next stage was to stop the need for constant dipping, and the fountain pen was developed. The pen has moved on since then to the biro, felt-tip and roller ball pen amongst others. 
Activities

Can you read old writing?

Have a look at the sheets and see if you can work out what has been written? Some are harder than others

Look on the back for what it really says

Old style handwriting

1. Using the letter sheet have a go at writing your name - practice in pencil 

2. Then have a go with the feather  - Quill or the metal tip pen

· Carefully dip it in the ink 

· Then try writing you name in both your own handwriting and using the letters from the sheet.

· There is blotting paper available if you use too much ink – just press it down over the ink gently

3. Have a look at the letters, why not try to write your own letter using an ink pen.

4. Sign the letter at the bottom, there is a sheet with famous peoples signatures, you could also try to copy them
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