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Activity Sheets


History Detectives
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What are Wax Seals?
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What is a seal? It’s not a kind of animal that eats fish for a start! Seals have been around for over 2000 years, and were the most common way that someone could prove that something was ‘authentic’. They’re important because they help people see if a document is accurate and the ‘real thing’, and they also help us to see what people used to wear, what important buildings looked like or even the faces of the people such as the Kings or Queens. 
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Seals were very hard to fake – you had to have the right pieces of equipment, and these were very closely guarded, especially the seal belonging to the Monarch. The monarch even used to take the seal with the when they were away from the palace!

A seal was made by pressing some hot wax in a press and sticking it to the document either with a cord or another bit of paper. When it was dry the only way to get one off was to smash the wax, and then people would know something had happened to the document when they received it! .Lots of seals still survive to this day. The Queen still uses a seal for important documents.
Why not try to make you own seal?

1. Choose your colour of modelling wax

2. Roll into a ball and flatten out into a round shape

3. Using the tool and what’s available design your own seal – there’s a sheet with some examples

4. Leave to set
© This activity sheet was created by WYAS Education Team, it is part of a series of lesson plans, activity and work sheets and supporting documents. To find out about the other topics available or more information on the work we do in schools or with young people please visit www.archives.wyjs.org.uk and visit the education section or email educationandoutreach@wyjs.org.uk.

